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SUBJECT: LONDON OCEAN DUMPING CONVENTION: INITIAL 
MEETING OF CONTRACTING PARTIES 

REF: STATE 163357 

1. IN ACCORDANCE WITH ART XIV (1) OF THE OCEAN DUMPING 
CONVENTION, UK HAS CALLED A MEETING OF THE CONTRACTING 
PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION FROM 17 TO 19 DECEMBER IN 
LONDON. PURPOSE OF THIS MEETING WILT. BE TO DESIGNATE A 
COMPETENT ORGANIZATION TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR SECRETARIAT 
DUTIES AS REQUIRED BY ART XIV (2). TO DATE THERE ARE 18 
CONTRACTING PARTIES . OTHER SIGNATORIES AND INTERESTED 
ORGANIZATIONS ARE BEING INVITED AS OBSERVERS. 

2. RESPONSES RECEIVED TO REFTEL INDICATE MOST IF NOT 
ALL CONTRACTING PARTIES FAVOR IMCO AS SECRETARIAT FOR 
CONVENTION. IMCO HAS FORMARLY INDICATED ITS WILLINGNESS 
TO SERVE AS SECRETARIAT AND. IN BUDGET ADOPTED AT ITS 
ASSEMBLY EARLIER THIS MONTH, MADE PROVISION FOR PERSONNEL 
POSITIONS AND MEETING WEEKS FOR CONVENTION. 

3. US OBJECTIVES AT THIS INITIAL MEETING ARE: 

A. DESIGNATION OF IMCO AS SECRETARIAT. 

B. FIXING DATE FOR THE FIRST CONSULTATIVE MEETING OF 
PARTIES AS EARLY IN 1976 AS POSSIBLE, PREFERABLY JUNE. 

C. ESTABLISHING DRAFT AGENDA FOR THAT MEETING IN ORDER 
THAT ADVANCE WORK NEEDED TO DEVELOP MACHINERY FOR 
WIDE RANGE OF RESPONSIBILITIES COVERED BY CONVENTION CAN 
BE ACCOMPLISHED. 

4. FOLLOWING ARE AGENDA ITEMS WE BELIEVE NEED TO BE 
TREATED AT FIRST CONSULTATIVE MEETING (LISTED IN CONVENT- 
ION ORDER): 

(A) APPLICABILITY OF ARTICLE III 1. (B) H INTER ALIA 
TO R AND D AND SCIENTIFIC APPLICATION. 
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(B) PROCEDURES FOR EXCEPTIONAL OR EMERGENCY SITUATIONS. 
(REFERRED TO IN ART V AND XIV (4) OF CONVENTION). 

(C) FORM AND FREQUENCY OF REPORTING TO SECRETARIAT BY 
NATIONAL PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITIES (ART VI (4)). 

(D) PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING CONTRAVENTIONS OF 
CONVENTION (ART VII (3)). 
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(E) LIABILITY AND DISPUTE SETTLEMENT PROCEDURES REGARDING 
DUMPING (ART X). 

(F) PROCEDURES FOR SETTLEMENT DISPUTES CONCERNING 
CONVENTION (ART XI). 

(G) SELECTION AND STRUCTURING OF APPROPRIATE SCIENTIFIC 
SUPPORT FOR CONVENTION (ART XIV (4) (B)). 

(H) OCEAN INCINERATION. 

(I) REVIEW OF IAEA PROGRESS IN DEFINING HIGH-LEVEL 
RADIOACTIVE WASTE PURSUANT TO PARA 6 OF ANNEX I AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS, IF ANY, CONCERNING DISPOSAL TECHNIQUES 
FOR OTHER RADIOACTIVE WASTE PURSUANT TO PARA D OF 
ANNEX II. 

(J) RULES OF PROCEDURE, ART XIV (5). 

5. WE REALIZE THAT ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS MAY BE 
SUGGESTED SUCH AS TRAINING AND SUPPLY QUESTIONS UNDER 
ART IX AND LOS AND COASTAL ISSUES UNDER ART XIII. WE 
BELIEVE THESE ARE SUBJECTS WHICH SHOULD NOT BE TREATED 
AT INITIAL MEETING SINCE CONVENTION IMPLEMENTATION 
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AND LOS NEGOTIATIONS HAVE NOT YET PROGRESSED TO STATE 
WHERE DISCUSSIONS OF THESE ITEMS WOULD BE USEFUL. 

6. WE ARE CONCERNED WITH ALL THESE ITEMS AND WISH TO 

SEE MACHINERY ESTABLISHED WHICH WILL ENABLE WORK UNDER 
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CONVENTION TO PROCEED AS EXPEDITIOUSLY AND EFFICIENTLY 
AS POSSIBLE. AMONG ITEMS OF PARTICULAR INTEREST TO US 
FOR PRIORITY TREATMENT ARE ITEMS B.C, AND G OF PARA 4 
ABOVE. IN VIEW OF THE NEED TO DEVELOP PROCEDURES AND 
MACHINERY FOR THE CONVENTION WE WILL BE PROPOSING AT 
THE INITIAL MEETING OF CONTRACTING PARTIES IN 
DECEMBER THAT INTERESTED EXPERTS SHOULD CONSULT TOGETHER 
AND WITH THE SECRETARIAT TO DEVELOP CONCRETE PROPOSALS 
FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE FIRST CONSULTATIVE MEETING. 

7. ACTION REQUESTED: ACTION POSTS SHOULD DRAW UPON 
THIS MESSAGE AND REFTEL TO CONSULT WITH APPROPRIATE 
AUTHORITIES IN HOST COUNTRIES TO APPRISE THEM OF US 
OBJECTIVES AND TO ENLIST THEIR SUPPORT. 
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8. FOR LONDON: IN ADDITION TO CONSULTATIONS YOU ARE 
UNDERTAKING HMG AUTHORITIES YOU SHOULD ALSO CONSULT 
WITH SECGEN OF IMCO TO APPRISE HIM OF OUR OBJECTIVES. 

PARTICULAR STRESS SHOULD BE MADE ON PARA 6 AND OUR 
WILLINGNESS WORK WITH SECRETARIAT IN PREPARATIONS FOR 
FIRST CONSULTATIVE MEETING. 

9. FOR NAIROBI AND IAEA VIENNA: YOU MAY AT YOUR 
DISCRETION INFORM UNEP AND IAEA OF ABOVE. KISSINGER 
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